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i Cor. ii. 2. 

/or / determined not to know any thing among 
you, fave Jefus Chrifi and him crucified. 


MONG various abufes in the Corin- 

Ms% M3=C 

§ a ft than church, which this epiftle, as ap- 

ftft ww&$ P ears fr° m matter of it, was in- 

tended to reform; a Ipirit of fchifm 


and diffenlion, to -wKicK an attempt to give a 

new turn to the do&rines of Chriftianity had 
given rife, was in itfelf the moft criminal, and 
in its confequences the moft pernicious. Who 
the authors of this evil were, is not mentioned; 
and it were idle to enquire. They were run 
after in their day ; but their names have been 
long fince forgotten, nor is any thing remem- 
bered of them, but the mifehief which they 
did. The general chara&er of the men, and 
the complexion of their do&rine, may eafily 
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be colle&ed from this and the fubfequent 
epiftle. They were perfons who, without 
authority from heaven, had taken upon them- 
felves to be preachers of the gofpel. The 
motive, from which they had engaged in a 
bufinefs, for which they were neither qualified 
nor commiffioned, was not any genuine zeal 
for the propagation of the truth, or any cha- 
ritable defire to reclaim the profligate, and to 
inftruft the ignorant - r but the love of gain, of 
power, and applaufe : the defire, in fhort, of 
thofe advantages, which ever attend popularity 
in the chara£ter of a teacher. A fcrupulous 
adherence to the plain do&rine ■&£ the gofpel 
had been inconfiftent with thefe views, fince 
it could only have expofed them to perfecution. 
Whatever, therefore, the Chriftian do&rine 
might contain offenfive to the prejudice of Jew 
or Gentile, they endeavoured to clear away 
by figurative interpretations: by which they 
pretended to- bring to light the hidden fenfe 
of myfterious expreflions, which the firft 
preachers had not explained. While they calr 
lied, themfelves by the name of Chrift, they re- 
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quired not that the Jew ffiould recognize the 
Maker of the World, the Jehovah of his fa- 
thers^ in the carpenter’s reputed fon ; nor 
would they incur the ridicule of the Grecian 
Schools, by maintaining the neceffity of an 
atonement for forfaken and repented fins, and 
by holding high the efficacy of the Redeemer’s 
facrifice. 

Such preaching was accompanied with 
no bleffing. Thefe pretended teachers could 
perform no miracles in confirmation of their 
do£irine. It was fupported only by an affec- 
ted fubtlety of argument, and the ftudied orna- 
ments of eloquence. To thefe arts they trufted, 
to gain credit for their innovations with the 
multitude. Not that the Corinthian multitude, 
more than the multitude of any other place, 
were qualified to enter into abftrufe queftions, 
to apprehend the force, or to difcern the fal- 
lacy, of a long chain of argument, or to judge 
of the fpeaker’s eloquence. But they had the 
art to perfuade the people, that they excelled 
in argument and rhetoric. They told the peo- 
ple, 
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pie, that their reafoning was fuch as muft con- 
vince, and their oratory fuch as ought to 
charm : and the filly people believed them* 
when they bore witnefs to themfelves. St. 
Paul they vilified, as a man of mean abilities; 
who either had not himfelf the penetration to 
difcern I know not what hidden meaning of 
the revelation, of which he was the minifter ; 
or had not the talents of a teacher in a fuffici- 
ent degree, to carry his difciples any confide - 
rable length: and, through his inability, had 
left untouched thofe treafures of knowledge, 
which they pretended to difclofe. 

This fketch of the chara&ere of the falfe 
teachers in the Corinthian church, and of the 
fort of doftrine which they taught, is the key 
to the Apoftle’s meaning, in many palfages of 
this epiftle, in which, as in the text, he may 
feein to fpeak with difparagement of wifdom, 
learning, and eloquence, as qualifications of 
little fignificance in a preacher of the gofpel, 
and as inftruments uftfit to be employed in the 
fervice of divine truth. In all thefe palfages, 

a par- 
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a particular reference is intended to the arro- 
gant pretenfions of the falfe teachers; to their 
affe&ed learning, and counterfeit wifdom. It 
was not that, in the apoftle’s judgment, there is 
any real oppofition between the truths, <j£ reve- 
lation, and the principles of reafori; or that a 
man’s proficiency in knowledge can be, in it- 
felf, an obftacle in the way of his converfion 
to the Chriftian faith; or that an ignorant man 
can be qualified to be a teacher of the Chriftian 
religion; which are the ftrange conclufions, 
which ignorance and enthufiafm, in thefe later 
ages, have drawn from the apoftle’s words: But 
he juftly reprobates the folly of that pretended 
wifdom, which, inftead of taking the light of 
revelation for its guide, would interpret the 
do&rines of revelation, by the previous dif- 
coveries of human reafon : and he cenfures 
the ignorance of that learning, which imagines 
that the nature of the felf-exiftent Being, and 
the principles of his moral government of the 
world, are in fuch fort the objects of human 
knowledge, as, like the motions of the planets, 
or the properties of light, to be open to feien- 

C tific 
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tific inveftigation : and he means to exprefs 
how little is the amount, and how light the 
authority, of the utmoft wifdom that may be 
acquired in the fchools of human learning, in 
comparifon of that illumination, which was 
imparted to him, by the immediate influence 
of the Divine' Spirit, the fountain of truth and 
knowledge, on his mind. 

Th at this is the true interpretation of what 
the apoftle fays, or hath been fuppofed to fay, 
in difparagement of human learning, may ap- 
pear from this confideration. We have, in the 
twelfth chapter of this epiftle, a diftinft enu- 
meration of the Extraordinary Gifts, of the Spi- 
rit; which were nine, it feems, in number. 
In a fubfequent part of the fame chapter, we 
have an enumeration of Ecclefiaftical Offices; 
nine alfo in number. The nine Gifts, and the 
nine Offices, taken in the order, in which 
they are mentioned, feem to correfpond ; 
the firft gift belonging to the firft office ; the 
fecond to the fecond ; and fo on *. Only it is 
to be fuppofed, that as the authority of all in- 
ferior offices is included in the fuperior ; fo the 

* Vide Appendix. higher 
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higher and rarer gifts contained the lower and 
more common. At the head of the lift of 
Offices, as the firft in authority, ftand Apoftles, 
and Prophets. By which laft word are meant 
expounders of the fcriptures . For that the ex- 
pofition of fcripture was the proper office of 
thofe, who were called prophets in the primi- 
tive church, is a thing fo well underftood, and 
fo generally acknowledged, that any particular 
proof of it, upon the prefent occafion, may be 
fpared. Correfponding to thefe two offices, at 
the head of the catalogue of gifts ftand, “ The 
Word of Wifdom,” and “ The Word of 
Knowledge.” The Word of Wifdom feems to 
have been a talent of arguing from the natural 
principles of reafon, for the convi&ion and 
converfion of philolphical infidels; This was 
the proper gift of the apoftles ; who were to 
carry the glad tidings of falvation to diftant na- 
tions, among which the light of revelation had 
either never fhone, or had at leaft for ages 
been extinguifhed. The Word of Knowledge 
was the talent of holding learned arguments 
from the antient prophecies, and other writings 

C 2 Of 
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of the old teftament, to filence the obje&ions 
of Jewifh adverfaries, and to demonftrate the 
confiftencv of the Gofpel with former reve- 
lations. This was the proper gift of thofe, who 
were appointed to expound the fcriptures in 
congregations of the faithful, once formed by 
the preaching of the apoftles. Thefe perfons, 
by the way, bore the name of Prophets, be- 
caufe their office in the church, flood in the 
fame relation to the office of the Apoftles, as 
that of the prophets under the law to the office 
of Mofes. The Jewifh prophets were only 
guardians and expounders of the law prefcri- 
bed by Mofes, .and of. the, -revelation, which he 
publifhed. The prophets in the primitive 
church were not the publi fliers of the gofpel, 
but expounders of what the apoftles had pre- 
vioufly taught. The apoftolic gift, the word 
of wifdom, confifted, it fhould feem, in an in- 
tuitive knowledge of philofophic truth, and 
an infight into the harmony of the faith, which 
the apoftles taught, with what are called the 
principles of natural religion. The prophetic 
gift, the word of knowledge, confifted in a 

prompt 
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prompt recolle&ion of all parts of the facred 
writings, and an inlight into the harmony of 
the different revelations. It pleafed God to 
commit the fir ft preaching of the Gofpel to 
men, whofe former occupations and conditions 
may be fuppofed to have excluded them from 
the purfuits, and the attainments of learning, 
and from the advantages of education : “ That 
“ the excellency of the power might be of 
“ God, not of them.” But it is evident, that 
thefe gifts, with which he was pleafed to adorn 
the two firft Offices in the Chriftian church, 
were to thofe firft preachers inftead of educa- 
tion. For the qualities of a penetrating judg- 
ment in abftrufe queftions, and a ready recol- 
le&ion of written knowledge, which the firft 
preachers enjoyed by the immediate influence 
of the Holy Spirit, are in kind the very fame, 
which men, to whom this fupernatural afliftance 
is denied, may, with God’s blefling, acquire, 
in a lefs degree, by long and diligent ftudy. 
Thefe talents exifted unqueftionably in the 
minds of the firft infpired preachers, in a de- 
gree in which by the mere induftry of ftudy 

D ' they 
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they cannot be attained. The Apoftles were, 
by infinite degrees, the beft informed of all 
Philofophers ; and the Prophets of the Primi- 
tive church were the foundeft of all Divines. 
But yet the light of Infpiration, and the light 
of Learning, however different in degree, as 
the difference indeed is inexpreflible, are never- 
thelefs the fame in kind. For reafon is reafon, 
and knowledge is knowledge, in whatever 
manner they may be produced; the degree of 
more and lefs being the only difference, of 
which the things are capable. As the word of 
wifdom, therefore, and, the word of know- 
ledge, were to the firff preachers, inftead of 
learning ; fo in thefe later ages, when the Spi- 
rit no longer imparts his extraordinary gifts, 
Learning is instead of them. 

The importance, and the neceflity of it, to 
a Chriftian preacher, evidently appears from 
God’s miraculous interpofition, in the firft 
ages, to infufe learning into the minds of thofe, 
who by education were unlearned. For if 
the attainments of learning were of no impor- 
tance 
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tance to the true and effe&ual preaching of the 
Gofpcl 5 to what purpofe did that God, who 
commanded the light to Ipring out of dark- 
nels, by an exertion of the fame Almighty 
power, light up the lamp of knowledge, in 
the minds of uneducated men ? The reafon of 
this extraordinary interpofition, in the early 
ages, was, that, for the firft promulgation of 
the Gofpel, no abilities to be acquired by edu- 
cation were fufficient for the Teacher’s office. 
And the reafon, that this extraordinary inter- 
pofition hath long fince ceafed, is, that Chrif- 
tianity having once taken root in the world, 
thofe inferior abilities, which may be attained 
by a diligent improvement of our natural ta- 
lents, are now fufficient for its fupport. But 
in all ages, if the obje£!ions of infidels are to 
be confuted ; if the fcruples of believers them- 
felves are to be fatisfied ; if Mofes and the 
Prophets are to be brought to bear witnefs to 
Jesus of Nazareth; if the calumnies of the 
blafpheming Jews are to be repelled, and their 
mifinterpretations of their own books confuted; 
if we are to be “ ready,” that is, if we are to 

D 2 be 
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be qualified and prepared, “ to give an anfwer 
<c to every man, tbat alketh us a reafon of the 
« hope that is in us;” a penetration in abftrufe 
queftions, a quicknefs in philofophical dif- 
cuflion, a critical knowledge of the antient 
languages, a familiar acquaintance with the 
Jewifti hiftory and with all parts of the facred 
writings, a found judgment, a faithful me- 
mory, and a prompt elocution, are talents 
without which, the work of an Evangelift will 
be but ill performed. When they are not infu- 
fed by infpiration, they muft be acquired by di- 
ligence in ftudy. and fervency in prayer. And 
if any in the prefent age imagine, that, wanting 
the advantages of education, they may be qua- 
lified for preachers of the Gofp'el ; they are to 
be confidered as Enthufiafts, unlefs, like the 
Apoftles, they can appeal to a confirmation of 
their word by “ figns and wonders following.” 
Infpiration is the only means, by which they 
mav be qualified for the bufinefs, in which they 
prefume to meddle ; and of a real infpiration, 
the power of miracles is the proper fign, and 
infeparable concomitant. 

It 
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It is the ufual plea of thefe deluded men, 
when they would affert their fufficiency, while 
they confefs their ignorance, that, however de- 
ficient they may be in other knowledge, they 
know Chrift. And God forbid that, in a coun- 
try profefling Chrift’s religion, Chrift fhoulcl 
not be known by every one, in the degree 
neceffary to his own falvation : That any one 
fhould not fo know Chrift, as to have a right 
apprehenfion of the neceffary articles of the 
Chriftian faith; right notions of his duty to 
God, and to his neighbour; a ftedfaft faith in 

Gon’s pro-mite? tlirongft Chrift; fuc.h views, 

in fhort, of the Chriftian doftrine, as may give 
it its full effe£l: upon his heart and practice. 
This knowledge of Chrift the moft illiterate 
hath, or ought to have, in a Chriftian coun- 
try: and he, who hath it not, is culpable in 
his ignorance. But this knowledge, without 
which no one’s condition is fccure, is not that 
which may authorife the private Chriftian to 
affume the office of a public teacher. 
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It may indeed be made a queftion, whether 
any degree of knowledge may juftify the offi- 
cious interference of an individual, of his own 
pure motion, in a bufinefs of fuch ferious con- 
cern to the community. For if.it be allowed 
in any fociety, that mere ability conftitutes a 
right to a£t in any particular capacity; the 
confequence will be, that every man will be 
juftified in the ufurpation of any office in the 
ftate, by his own opinion of his own fuffici- 
ency. The extravagance and the danger of 
this principle, applied in the civil depart- 
ments, would he .readily perceived. A man,, 
who, from a conceit of his own abilities, 
ffiould take upon him to play the Magiftrate, 
the General, or the Privy Counfellor, without 
a commiffion regularly obtained from the 
fource of civil power, would foon be (hut up 
in foirie proper place, where he might a£l his 
fooleries in fecret, without harm to his neigh- 
bour, or public difcredit to himfelf. The 
reafon that, the extravagance and danger of the 
fame principle is not equally perceived, when 

it 
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it is applied in the ecclefiaftical polity; and 
that difturbers of the ecclefiaftical conftitution 
are fuffered to go loofe, while other madmen 
are confined, is only this : that the interefts of 
the church are not fo ferioufly confidered, as 
thofe of the ftate ; becaufe its good govern- 
ment, and its diforders, come not fo immedi- 
ately home to the particular interefts of each 
member of the community. 

I mean not, however, at prefent, to enter 
into the queftion, what more than mere fuf- 
ficiency may be requifite to give a man autho- 
rity, to fet up as a public teacher of what he 
really knows ; or how far the rights of a com- 
miftion a&ually exifting, may be infringed by 
the laic’s invafion of the preacher’s chair. 
When it is confidered, that not fewer than 
nine different ecclefiaftical offices, diftinguifh- 
ed by their different gifts, appear to have been 
fubfifting at Corinth, when this epiftle was 
written ; and that by the confent of the moft 
learned in ecclefiaftical chronology, this epif- 
tle was written fo early as the 57th year of 
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our Lord : it fhould feem, that the formation 
of a church, the conftitution of an hierarchy, 
compofed of different orders, which orders : 
were appointed to dirtinft duties, and inverted 
with diftin£fc rights, was a thing of ib great an- 
tiquity, as may leave no doubt remaining with 
any rcafonable man of the divine authority, 
of the inftitution. 

But what I at prefent infift upon, is this : 

That that knowledge of Chrift, by which a 

man may be qualified to bear the office of a 

teacher, cannot be feparated from other 

branches oLknowledge, to which uneducated • 

men can, in thefc days, make no pretenfions. I 

contend, that it never was feparated. For the 

word of Wifdom, and the word of Knowledge, 

in the Apoftles and primitive Prophets, con- 

fifted not in a knowledge of revelation only ; 

but, as their writings teftify, in a general com- 

prchenfion of all that other men acquire in a j 

lefs degree by education, in thofe branches at -4 

leaft of human knowledge, which are conne£t- 1 

0 ! 

cd with theology and morals. j 

They | 
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They were, perhaps, not knowing in the 
details of Natural Philofophy : for the argu- 
ment for the Being and the Providence of 
God, from the vifible order and harmony of 
the univerfe, is the fame by whatever laws its 
motions may be carried on. They were not 
phyficians or an ato mills : becaufe, they had the 
power of curing difeafes and healing wounds 
without medicine or art. But they were pro- 
found metaphyficians ; the beft of moralifts; 
well-informed hiftorians; accurate logicians; 
and excellent in that ftrain of eloquence, 
which is calculated for the conveyance of in- 
ft ruction, the enforcement of duty, the . dif- 
fuafion of vice, the conviction of error, and 
the defence of truth. And whoever pretends 
to teach without any of thefe qualifications* 
hath no countenance from the example of the 
apoftles, who poffeffcd them all in an eminent 
degree, not from education, but from a higher 
fource. ' . • 

* ' ' ' r 

St. Paul, indeed, fays of himfelf, that when 

he firft preached the gofpel to the Corinthians,. 
.. p “ He' 
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“ He came not unto them with excellency of 
u Ijpeech, or of wifdom” ; that is, he came 
not, like the falfe teachers, making an oftenta- 
tious difplay of ftudied eloquence ; nor boafl- 
ing his proficiency in philofophy. He re- 
quired not, that the Corinthians fhould receive 
the teflimony of God, which he delivered to 
them, as the teflimony of God, becaufe he, 
who delivered it, was a knowing man, or an 
accomplifhed orator. He refted not the evi- 
dence of his do&rine upon mere argument, 
nor did he think to perfuade by mere elo- 
quence. Fox argument alone, altho’ it might 
indeed evince the confiftency and realohable- 
nefs of the doftrine, could never amount to a 
proof of its heavenly origin ; and the apoftles 
had means of perfuafion more powerful than 
eloquence which, by the Way, no modem 
teacher hath. His knowledge and eloquence, 
however neceflary, were ftill in him but fecon- 
dary qualifications : and fo little was he ambi- 
tious of the fame of learning, that he deter- 
mined not “To know any thing among them 
u fave Tesus Christ and him crucified.” 

But 
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But confider what this knowledge of the 
apoftle really contained. “ To know Jesus 
“ Christ arid him crucified,” was to know, 
not limply to believe, but to know in fuch 
manner as to be able to teach others, that Je- 
sus of Nazareth was the Meffiah announced 
by the prophets from the beginning of the 
world : and to underftand, that the fufferings of 
the Meffiah were the means appointed by God 
for man’s deliverance from fin and damnation. 
This knowledge, therefore, of Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified, to which St. Paul laid 
claim, contained an acurate knowledge of the 
amient prophecies ; a clear apprehenfion of 
their neceflary reference to the Messiah ; a 
difcemment of their exa& completion in the 
perfon of Jesus ; and an infight into that great 
my fiery of godlinefs, the expiation of the ac- 
tual fins of men, and the cleanfing of man’s fin- 
ful nature, by the fhedding of the blood of 
Chrjfst. 

And who is fufficient for thefe things ! That 
uoftudycan attain this knowledge of Christ, 

F 2 
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in the degree in which the apoftles pofleffed it,, 
he, who confefles not, hath ftudied Christ 
to little purpofe. But he, who imagines that 
Christ may- thus be known by men unin- 
formed both by infpiration and education ; or 
imagines that, when infpiration is wanting, 
education may contribute nothing at all in aid 
of the deficiency ; that is, to make my mean- 
ing very plain, he, who imagines that, of un- 
infpired men, the learned and the unlearned 
are equally qualified to be teachers of the 
Word of God : he, who builds this extrava- 
gant opinion upon the terms in: which the 
apoftle fpeaks of the knowledge of Christ, as 
the only knowledge to which he himfelf made 
pretenfions, only proves, that more learning 
is neceflary, than he is aware of, to the right 
apprehenfion of this Angle text., 

Inferences naturally flow, from the do&rine 
which hath been aflerted, of high concern to* 
every one in this aflembly. We, who with 
however weak ability, fill the high flatiori of 
the prophets in the primitive churchy You, 

who- 
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who "ire this day to be admitted to a (hare in 
thaffacred office ; are admoniffied of the dili- 
gence, with which* we muft devote ourfelves to 
ftudy, arid of the affiduity, which we muft ufe 
in prayer* to acquit ourfelves of the duties of 
our calling. The Laity are admoniffied of 
the folly and the danger of deferting the mi- 
niftry of thofe, who have been rightly feparated 
t6 that holy fervice, in the vain hope of edify- 
ing under their inftruftion, who cannot be 
abfolved of the crime of fchifm, upon any better 
plea than that of ignorance. — To allege the 
Apoftles as inftatlces of illiterate preachers, is 
of all fallacies thegrctffeft. • Originally perhaps 
they were men of lrttleleafnihg— fiffiermen — 
tent-makers— ^excifemeh. - But when they be- 
gan to preach, they no longer " were illiterate. - 
They were rendered learned "in an inftant, 
Without previous ftudy of their own, by mira- 
cle. The gifts, which We find placed by an 
Apoftle himfelf, at the head -of their qualifi- 
cations, were evidently analogous to the advan- 
tages of education. • Whatever their previous "* 
chara£ler had been, the Apoftles, when they 

O became 
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'became preachers, became learned. They 
were of all preachers the moft learned. It is, 
therefore, by proficiency in learning* accompa- 
nied with an unreferved fubmiffion of the titt- 
derftanding to the revealed word, but it is by 
Learning' not by the want or the neglect of it, 
that any modern teacher may attain to ibirie 
diftant refemblance of thofe inlpired Mef- 
fengers of God, 


A P P E N- 
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A P P E N D 

i Cor. XII. 8, 9, 10. 

T HE word of wifdom,— the talent of arguing, fromthe 
natural principles of reafon, for the converfion of 
„ philofophical inridels j the word of knowledge, the talent of 

holding learned arguments from the ancient prophecies and 
the writings of the Old Teftament, for the converfion of 
Jewifh infidels. Faith , — a depth and accuracy of under- 
standing, in the general fchemeof the Chriftian Revelation, 
for the improvement and edification of believers. The gifts 
of healing, and the working of miracles, for the purpofe of 
making new converts, and diiplaying the extent of the power 
of Christ. Prophejy, or the talent of forefeeing future 
events, for the purpofe of providing againft the calamities, 
f whether worldly or spiritual, that might, .threaten parti- 

cular churches, fuck as famines, peftilende, Wars, perfe- 
cutions, herefies. Difterning of fpirits, for the better go- 
vernment of the church, and the gift of tongues, and the 
interpretation of tongues i which feem to have been very ge- 
nerally difperfed, that every Chriftian might be qualified to 
argue with the learned Jews in the fynagogues, from thfc 
original fcriptures, efpecially when the Jew thought proper 
to appeal from the Greek of the Septuagint to -the Hebrew 
text. 

t In thefe very remarkable pafiages, the Apoftle reckons up 

nine diftindt gifts of the Holy Spirit, all. of .the extraordi- 
nary kind. In the 28th verfe, he enumerates juft as many 

G 2 Ecclefiafticatl 
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Ecclefiaftical offices. The gifts and the offices, taken in the * 
order in which they are mentioned, feem to correfpond : 
Gifts. - Offices. 

|.‘ The word of wifdom. Apofles 

II. * The word of knowledge- Prophets i. e-. expounder J 

if the Scriptures of O. T. 

III. Faith Teachers of chrijiianity - 

IV. Mir aclei - Workers -of miracles 

Vi Heating Healers 

Vf. Prophecies or ptediBions Helps AAhxfas fuchi as- 

Mark , Tychicus , Oneji* 
mus, &e. 

V?fV Ififcerning of Jfirits Governments KtCtpmavf' 

VIII. Tongues C Gifted with tongues in' 

IX. Interpretation of tongues \ various ways 

The fourth"" and fifth gifts, miracles and 1 healing, feem to' 

have chan ged- hdiracles# 
1 think, muft ttflte place as ihe genus, and healing muft rank* 
below it, as thc fy erics. Accordingly in the 28th verfe, 
miracles, or powers, are mentioned before healings. With' 
this flight alteration, the lift of gifts m the 8th, 9th and 10th * 
verfes, feems to anfwer exaftly to the lift of offices in the* 
28th; only it- is to be ftrppofed, that as all inferidr offices' 
are included in the fuperior, lb all the higher and rarer gifts' 
contain the- lower and more common. 

Dr. Lightfoot, if I miftake not, hath remark’d this 
p^rallelifm of gifts and offices in his Hora Hebraic ■<?. 

F 1 It 'IS. 
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